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New England, are the most important of its manufactures, and
about one-third of all the workmen engaged in the leading textile
pursuits of the United States are to be found in this region. The
manufacture of cotton goods takes first place in the group, and New
England possesses about 25 per cent of the working spindles of the
whole country, Massachusetts having over one half of the number
and Rhode Island one-sixth. Of the cotton towns, the most
important is Fall River, situated on the east of Narragansett Bay,
where it is entered by a small stream which formerly provided the
necessary power. Lawrence, Lowell, and Manchester make use of the
waters of the Merrimac to drive some of their mills. Providence, at
the head of Narragansett Bay and on Providence River, is the centre
of the industry in Rhode Island. With the recent great develop-
ment of cotton manufactures in the southern States there has been
a relative decline in the importance of the country to the east of
the Hudson. In 1909 the output of the latter region was, according
to the value of the products, one-half that of the United States,
but by 1933 it had fallen to about 25 per cent. There are even
indications of an actual decline; in 1919 New England had
17,500,000 active spindles, in 1938 less than 5,500,000. The
general character of the New England industry as compared with
that in the south is indicated by the fact that in 1919 it produced
over seven-tenths of the finer yarns, less than one-half of the
medium, and less than one-fourth of the coarse.
New England produces over 60 per cent of the woollen manu-
factures of the United States, Massachusetts again being the leading
state, Rhode Island second, Maine third, and Connecticut fourth.
This industry is somewhat more widely distributed throughout
southern New England than cotton, as in earlier times it was
pursued to some extent in every farming district where there was a
sufficient water supply. At present, therefore, it is carried on in
a large number of towns, but Lawrence and Providence are the most
important. The pre-eminence of New England is especially marked
in the manufacture of those classes of goods known as ** woollens "
and "worsteds," over three-fifths of the national output of each being
produced there. Of carpets, it produces only about one-eighth of
f those made in the country. Boston is the chief wool market of
the United States. Clothing wools are rrnported from Austra-
lasia and the Argentine, combing wools from the British Isles,